Despite efforts in surveying the reptile (and amphibian) fauna of the rain forests of tropical central and west Africa (Perret, 1959 , 1960 , 1961 Leston & Hughes, 1968; Böhme, 1975; Joger, 1982; Trape, 1985; Böhme & Schneider, 1987; Ota et al., Trape & Roux-Esteve, 1990; Lawson, 1993; Böhme, 1994a, b; Rodel et al., 1995; Schmitz, 1998 Asia (Dunn, 1949; Inger & Colwell, 1977; Murphy et al., 1994) . Within the rainforest zones of central and west Africa however, Cameroon, Ghana and Ivory Coast have the best studied reptile faunas (Hughes, 1983; Rodel et al, 1995; LeBreton, 1999; Rodel et al, 1999) . Lawson (1993) Perret (1975) , and this synonymy has also been mentioned in Kluge (1991 (Angel, 1940) (Fig. 2) from the Bamboutos Mtns, Cameroon, another L. vigintiserierum (Fig. 3) 68975, 75134, 77906, 78077, HWH 399, 626, 802 
INTRODUCTION
Despite efforts in surveying the reptile (and amphibian) fauna of the rain forests of tropical central and west Africa (Perret, 1959 , 1960 , 1961  Leston & Hughes, 1968; Böhme, 1975; Joger, 1982; Trape, 1985;  Böhme & Schneider, 1987; Ota et al., 1987: Trape & Roux- Esteve, 1990;  Lawson, 1993;  Böhme, 1994a, b; Rodel et al., 1995; Schmitz, 1998; Rodel et al, 1999; Böhme, 2000; Euskirchen et al, 2000; Gossmann et al., 2002; Branch & Rodel, 2003) the knowledge on African rainforest reptile faunas falls behind that of its equivalents in tropical Middle and South America and in tropical Asia (Dunn, 1949; Inger & Colwell, 1977; Murphy et al., 1994) . Within the rainforest zones of central and west Africa however, Cameroon, Ghana and Ivory Coast have the best studied reptile faunas (Hughes, 1983; Rodel et al, 1995; LeBreton, 1999; Rodel et al, 1999) . Lawson (1993) lists 83 reptile species for the Korup National Park (Korup NP), which makes this one of the most species rich areas for reptiles on the continent. Trape (1975) (Duellman, 1999; Poynton, 1999; .
Contrary to the high biodiversity value of such areas, especially in West and Central Africa, most have no formal conservation status protection (Stuart et al., 1990) Amiet, 1975 
METHODS

Sampling methods
We used Y-shaped drift fence/pitfall trap arrays (Corn, 1994) 78095, [698] [699] [700] 75123-4, 75241-60, 75335, 75337-8, 77640-1, 77907-8, 78150-72, 79006- 69019-20. 75127-33, 75158-62, 75277-84, 75793, 77630, 77667-71, 77900-4, 78034-53, 78947-78, 79004, HWH 384-6, 604-5. 612, 619-22, 676-9, 727-36, 889, 925-41, 1000-5 . Habitat: F, FB. Remarks: In the study area this is the most abundant snake in villages where specimens are often attracted by poultry.
Pseudohaje goldii (Boulenger, 1895) Localities: MtNL, NWF, EKA, EYI, NGU. Voucher specimens: ZFMK 68984, 69598, 75163, 77629, 77897, 999 . Habitat: F, FB.
VlPERIDAE
Athens squamigera (Hallowell, 1854) Localities: MtNL, EYI, NGU. Voucher specimens: ZFMK 75285-6, 77622-3, 78111-7, 78868-70, HWH 394-5, 692, 1183 (Lawson, 1993) . This is followed by the Dja Faunal
Reserve in Cameroon (80 species, LeBreton, 1999 Rodel 1995 and , the Ziama Forest in Guinea (41 species, Böhme, 2000) and 40 species found in the Tai NP in Ivory Coast (Rodel & Mahsberg, 2000; Ernst & Rodel, 2002) . Four snake species assemblages, reported from Ivory Coast, Ghana, Gabon and the Central African Republic, ranged between 35 and 39 species (Böhme, 2000 Lawson, 1993 LeBreton, 1999 restricted to a few isolated areas (Livingstone, 1982) . Those fluctuations and refuges played an important role in the evolution of the high number of (endemic) reptile species as Lawson (1993) 
